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This report was compiled according to the results of the informative questionnaire, received 
from nine partners of the Urban SMS project.  
Report is divided in sections, each trying to answer certain question regarding the test sites, 
existing as well as future evaluation tools.  
 

General expectations of partners: 
 

� To establish new or improve existing soil evaluation tools (location specific) 
� To improve and automate the evaluation process  
� To measure, operate and plan the impacts of soil (sustainable use within planning 

processes)  
� To tackle lack of stakeholder’s awareness (during the planning process)  
� To shift the decision making on to the level of regional or urban land use planning.  
� To be able to use previous experience and expertise 
� General assistance (data support…)  

 

Test Areas described by the partners 
 
Generally a very diverse nature with various properties, sources of pollution, land use and 
general site history. To summarise; 

� Character of sites: urban, semi-urban, industrial, agricultural and semi-agricultural 
sites, with issues of various soil pollution, erosion, odour, and ground water pollution.  

� Land use: From brownfields, allotments, vineyards, green and recreational areas, to 
revitalised contaminated sites, small gaps (pockets) between separate housing 
developments and housing areas. 

� Main concerns: health and environmental risk, land evaluation (as a natural 
resource…) hence planning difficulties, altered soil characteristics (drainage, 
ecological functions…) 

 

Existing data and tools in use 
 
Layers currently available or/and in use:  

� General soil map 
� Land use,  
� Soil properties (quality, texture and organic matter),  
� Geology map,  
� Ortho-photo map,  
� Cadastre,  
� Pollution (various), 
� Anthropogenic deposits, waste sites,  
� Topographic layers (various),  
� Erosion (water),  
� Digital evaluation models… 

 
Formats (file standards) in use:  
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� ESRI (shape, grid, point…),  
� ERDAS (Ortho-photo)  
� Oracle,  
� MS Excel  
� and other (not specified) 

 
Human resources: 

� Generally small teams (Only Bratislava and UBA professional team) 
 
Preferred SW: 

� ESRI ArcGIS, ArcMAP  
� ESRI Arc View 3.x  

 
Preferred open source SW: 

� Existing SW platform will be used  
� Commercial GIS SW is preferred  
� Open source SW was preferred only by two partners 

 
Tool Expectations: 

� An effective tool that will support existing type of data and give quality results 
 

Conclusions 
 

� In general very specific needs by each partner (test site, current practise…) 
� Very diverse nature of test areas 
� Various “in-house” SW solutions developed by partners 
� Developed future tools will be evaluated and should allow flexibility to be redesigned 

according to the needs of the partner 
� Commercial (existing) SW platforms are preferred 
� Open source SW not widely appreciated 

 
� Challenging task! 
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